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Development of Catalyst Technologies for
Polypropylene

Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.
Essential Chemicals Research Laboratory
Masayuki HASEGawa

Ever since the successful synthesis of polypropylene by G. Natta et al. in 1954, the catalyst has gradually been
refined along with significant improvement and simplification of the production process. The role of the donors

used as a catalytic component or external donors in improving the polymerization activity and controlling the

structure of polypropylene is very significant. In this article, we focus on the development trend of donors to

explain changes in catalysts for propylene polymerization and their current status.
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720, ZDt%, NattabliZk-> 7T, TiCaT7ILI=
LB L TS 2 L EATEMEL N ET 5 2 &2
RNZE XN =9-10, Ui L, Wit & SARBLHIPE A
IR 5 72728, IR ERF D - Otk & O
TAOF 9 2KR) =R DGENRBETH > 7=,
Z DHBOWRIZ K D19 Bhfildit & U CTAIELCl % H
WA T L E N, ST ERIZE W TS~
15 kg-PP/g-cat DM A K L, THA I F 9 oK) v —
RO AR E LR ) v =G X h 3 K512k 5
720 ZOfIEZ, BERZ WL O2rD T 5V b T
é;h—(L\‘,:)IS),lG)O

A - EAL AR L, MgCle. TiCls, 51001
A ZIEHTH O FERMEEIC G E N 2NE FF—. b
TLFLTILI =T L, BIUOHE2OLA ZIHEHTH
DEAFRHRM L TR S 2548 1+ — OflAS
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LEERN  Results of bulk or hexane slurry polymerization3

. Catalyst System Example Productivity o mmmm Process
Generation Year
Mg Ti Internal donor  AlRs3 External donor kg-pp/g-cat % % -
1st 1954 - 5-TiCl3 AlEt2C1 QCOle 2-4 90-94 - Slurry
2nd 1970 - 3-TiCl3 - AlEt2C1 - 10-15 94-97 - Slurry, Bulk
1968 MgCl2 TiCls - AlR3 Silane 15 40 50-60
3rd . Bulk or Gas
1971 MgCl2 TiCls COz2R! AlR3 CO2R! 15-30 95-97  90-94
COzR!
4th 1980  MgClz TiCla @i , AlRs Silane 40-70 95-99  94-99 Bulk or Gas
CO2R?
R OR3
1988 MgCl2 TiCls RZ{ AlRs Silane 70-130 95-99  95-99
OR*
5th COR Bulk or Gas
1999 MgCl2 TiCls [ AlR3 Silane 40-70 95-99  95-99
CO2R?

a) IL: Isotactic Index, originally based on heptane hot extractables

WEFF—& LT3V = F AR RNZEN/220.28, AHOENZZ NS, WThOE - IR TE ISR %
ZOFF—=3Brr—2Hnded, —ELNLD T 5 RE U THHDOHIR2STThh, 7 2Lk

MAARHRAIME A RBE L 2, 2OFmIE. AT LI =
75 E13-V T — TR LIS S il 5 ERE &
I W2 E N T ED, i SAARBRIE (X
VR FOE (mmmm) : R) 7oL v REHED X
FUIEDORY &y FHANTOT A Y 40 F v 2 553%)
DAz KRB ME OKFRIC K 28I 5
&) om B EGM (Mw/My) ORI E %
Hy & L7t DT AHED 5 iz, aiifd1,3-¥
I — FIOVIKRRISHEICE ., 2,1-ffi A hisospecific
KU CHITT 2729, SR PEOPPE S
ABZENHEINTNED, 72, aNIBRI AT
L ENER R — & LTHW 3 & & iZregiospecific /s
WO B G LRI T 2 720, 5T EAMBIANPP
OHEGEHNABEIZ /2 53032, Table 1IZAFH ¥V 2 5
V—EHAF @V ESTHRON T - 258 T,
D&z, Tu Vv VYHFT T — - F o & fildl
DOEAZHPLPPHIEOHIEIZIE, A 2IEHTH B
N+ —{bEMOER»HE 55, 22T, LIF. F
F— LB ORE, MFEDmE, NE N — & HER
R =123 TR T 5%,

AER N F—DRE. R

1. 72NVBIZTIVRELLEMDRE. BROIIR
W FF—L LT, 1,3V —FARINI BRI AT
b, TAAFL T AT v a VT 27 )L40-45)
(Fig. 1) D& c&FIEulbAPrd@Eshiz, L
AL, 7abL VEAMEE LTE, THLBT AT
JLANER K — & U T U 7= A BAE & R0 T
¥MEEA T A THHIA TS, —FT, 74
IV Z T U % 0T - RIS K E IS U 22 BRI R

16  Copyright © 2022 Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.

IA TN %S BB E AR E 5 724047,
EUTIX19994F12, 7 # g 2 5 )L 5 (DEHP:
TALBYE 2 (2-TFILAFII), DBP: 7 X L&
YT FN, BBP: 7 RIILETFIILXY V)L, DINP:
TANED A =)L, DIDP: ZANBEIA VT
JL, DNOP: 7 2Ly %+ 27 FIL) OEHEN01% %
Bz R)VEeLElOBE BB XOFRHS
ThHD., 2D, 3EARWMOTELRINIANDS I L%
BRI LU ZEEPEEE Nz, Z0%. HATE2002
12, DEHP#® K UDINPOGH EA0.1% %48 4 5 K
VI = LB OGN HDO B & 5 2 DA EE L
I, 72720, BRETCIFAMOBEIZED S
NTHELT, IhoORREPHIEEDO—BE L
TE&HN7/=40.4, LoL, DEHP. DBP. BBP#42008
fEICREACHA AT 1 VB il O = & E ) 2 b
(Candidate list of substances of very high concern for
authorisation) (ZZF5h/7=Z LT, 7ALBIZT
MMEEY & 2k 28) 2 L 72, HATIEDEHP
7%, 20114F4 H 1 H Bl (b 228 & UTEE S,
ENC K B2BFE D) 2 & 5l 2 4% C 8 2R 2 (L 2 E
I8N 20 E 5 P RE SNB TE LI T 54050,
DEHPA#IZU® &§5 7 Z LT 2 7 ILHIE, Bl
TOY ZZFHIZENTE Y & I 37— 3 VRVERY

RO 2 & OB 23R E R B 5, 8 Y ZEHE
SRl SR1
g COR g COR
4 3
R CO2R? R OR*
Malonic ester Alkoxy ester

I Chemical structure of malonic ester and
alkoxy ester
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UH 7% 72 8 72 R 235824 & OBy & 7 5 T 55D,
DX EHXAZF. 7ELBIZATFLOREL
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Rll
0] 0 0
0] (0] 0
RHI
OR' OR' OR'

Phthalate

B Chemical structure of phthalate and
phthalate analogs
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BN Chemical structure of diol and catechol derivatives
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75BN K — A U 22 RS A IR L 72, 7 &
N 27 NORE L % 5NE8 B+ — DR IE DI
KAXNnB, —DIETALBLZFILD LS IZEBH
TNl 2 B RRE SN A v L A VBT A TILDR
BIRY 227 W99 CH 5 (Fig. 2), &9 —HidE
R NOBRMOAHESEVI A =L E2iE T
T SEEINDE VT AT MEEM TS S (Fig. 3) .

2. YLACEBIZAFIL, BRI XTIV

VLA VBT 2 TIOVSEBERSD RBHR U T 2 5 )L5). 54
ENEB R F—& LCq, @t - SRR 4 78
BT 3ZEenRNWEEN~ (Table 2),

R (0)
R" \f R"
\/ (0] \/ OH
L, = [
R”'/\ O R”'/\ OH
N

Catechol

LEIEW S Comparison of activity and stereo regularity between maleate analog and cyclic diester

Activi St lari
Internal donor External donor ctivity ereoregularity Literature
PP-kg/Cat-g XL wt%
R CO2Et <:L J:>
Si 41-54 97.1-974 52)
CO2Et MeO OMe
R =iBu, n-Pentyl, cycloHexyl
Aicom O\Si Me 35 99.1 53)
CO:zEt MeO OMe
a) X.I. is/represents the amount of insolubles crystallized and precipitated from mixed xylene solution
LELIEEN Comparison of VOC and FOG between bis-(2-ethylhexyl)citraconate and phthalate
roop (H-PP1) 1GPR(H-PP1) MER T Pellets
Internal donor Hz2/C3 Hz/C3 10 mi og mn;mm VOC FOG
mol/kol mol/kmol £/10 min ! ppm ppm
0
O\/(/\/
| o 1.1 12.9 8.0 165.0 95.6 45 114
X /\C\/\
COzR
@: 1.2 14.2 8.0 162.5 96.0 55 200
COzR
R = n-octyl or 2-ethylhexyl
W
MeO OMe
External donor
FrALE 2022 Copyright © 2022 Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd. 17
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VHETIEE A (-ZFAANF L) Vb FT5— &N
=& LTHWEGA, 7 2IUBT AT UIZHANRT
ARFBIEVED T T 2728, R IEEIEK S (VOC : Vol
tatile Oganic Cmpounds, FOG : Fogging compounds)
MEIT 2 Z EAME SN TS (Table 3) %,

F2, vruaANFH VY AR VBHEEERD Y -

b7V ARMEROBEEMER VS & YA KE 2T

b TV AKRERMTHWS LD 5T ESHADIANPP
MEHN 5 Z L3RG (Table 4) 6.5, %72, 1
O 7 a~FH VO HIIER VBHEEERD Y Z- b
7V ARMARREAMENVS LD S, 2Oy s o

ANFH VD AR VEBEFEARD Y Z- b T v B R
REMEROGR, X SRS T & PP
55 ZE X7 (Table 4) 9,

3. JFA—NEFELEFHATA-NHILFEENBIIR
TIEEY
VA=A oFHEINY I XTI A NG
Ko —& U THOZMERRE X T 55960 24
RYVBYIF = NIRRT = NI Tp-TFILT A
LB Z 70 K0 E <o SO IR 5
ABTEDNHWEXNTWS (Table 5) %, HHy

1ELEY S Results of molecular weight distribution using cyclohexane dicarboxylates

Amount of
Activity C10 insoluble
Internal donor Muw/Mn Mz/Muw
PP-kg/Cat-g component
wt%
COzEt COzEt
O/ O: 20.6 94.9 13.7 4.7
"/CO2EL CO2Et
33% 67%
COzEt
O/ 20.8 96.5 6.6 4.6
"/CO2EL
COzEt COzEt
\O/ \O: 185 93.3 9.6 4.3
"/CO2EL CO2Et
mixture
COzEt
\O: 20.2 924 6.0 5.1
COz2Et
CO2iBu CO2iBu
O: 34.2 98.1 14.6 10.8
COz2iBu CO2iBu
80% 20%
COz2Et COz2Et
32.7 98.0 134 12.6
"/CO2Et CO2Et
mixture
96.7 9.4 4.5

COz2Et COz2Et
“/CO2EL i COz2Et

CLS,O

MeO OMe
External donor
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LN Comparison of 2,4-pentanediol dibenzoate with di-z-butyl phthalate

Internal d External d Activity o
nternal aonor Xternal donor PP—kg/Cat—g %
OCOPh yes 51.0 99.5
OCOPh no 53.4 98.1
CO2nBu
[::::I: yes 32.5 98.7
CO2nBu

O, SR FF —IEFTE T TR EEEE - m AR
HEAHEFcE 52 Th %, ZOMHIZ. 13-V T —
FOERBRIZS, AT LI =T L L24XV 2 VY
F =V Ry I — AL LICL < A 5 R
SIS W EELZLNRS,

BT A=) 5 X NI 5tert-T F IL-3- X F)L-1,2-
T2 LY URY YT AL 22 filiEg62-60 o
AVTFNT BB AT LRS-V T —F L &P R
F—& UTHA U 22 T, SRR & =
MMEWPPE G2 % Z LA RWE S 7z (Table 6) 69,

fllicd, YeraFrr7aLryhrbgEichs
1,8-FT 7 AL Y VA NYNY YT — O KigklE A4
BINEMIET 2 T 6EEE I NT=3- RV A LA F
kMG X F L6002 NEE K — & L CHW =M g . &G
Y- SN ARRAMEE RT3 Z EARWE I T3
(Table 7).,

HE K F—DRE. HRE

1. BAAFEMESKERICHEFERFICHKIRY 5
HRO%E
487 FaRyY~v — (ICP: FubL v HMES
hkexFLv-TuvL v ILEGKRD? 5 %5 5 HEH) D
GBI AP RN O A S 8EIC . S AR & Sk

LN Comparison of 5-t-butyl-3-methyl-1,2-phenyl-
ene dibenzoate with dii-butyl phthalate

Volatiles content
Internal donor

ng/g
OCOPh

21-26
OCOPh

******* cO:Bu
@i 47.7-55.6
C02iBu
1,3-diether 46.9

R % [RIRH B 2 R OME 2GR Th 5 o
KR RISME 2 F O VOC, FOG DIKHKIZ & %
H5Tx30MEns b0 EELI N5, S A
HaPPARLGET 51013, WMESEEE LB I HELH
TEHEITLFELTLIFL YT Y (RoSi(OR)4n) A3
LTWABZENRE SN TR D0 TERIZSHH
EhTnb, ZOHTT IV EEHETAN-(F) T+ &
YY) VIFATIY (URF—) 5, mARERIG
HaEEL, 2RI BANTEZ BB 5 2 Ll &
7z (Table 8) D,

LECIEWAl Comparison of activity and stereo regularity between 1,8-Naphthalenediyl dibenzoate and methyl

3-benzoyloxybutyrate

Activi Stereo regulari
Internal donor External donor PPkg/ CtZt—g %g v
0 OCOPh Cold xylene soluble
o Me 51.2 1.82
O OCOPh MeO OMe
CO:zMe Isotacticity
. Me 193 98.9
Si

fFRiLE 2022

Copyright © 2022 Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd. 19



7OEL CEAMEOLEE LTI

LELIEKEN  Effect of N-(triethoxysilyl)diethylamine

Activity MFR Tm mmmm
External donor .
PP-kg/Cat-g g/10 min °C %
Et2N__. OEt
Si 43.9 444 162.7 98.9
EtO OEt
ELN___Et ™
Si 37.8 120 162.3 98.1
MeO OMe
EuN_Et
,S} 32.3 600 161.8 97.1
EtO OEt
O\Si-Me 426 765 162.2 98.0
MeO OMe
Polymerization conditions: 70 °C, H2: 0.4MPa, in heptane
LN Effect of cyclopentyl(diethyl)aminodimethoxysilane
Amount of
Activity MFR C10 soluble mmmm
External donor . Muw/Mn
PP-kg/Cat-g /10 min component %
%
EeN. 35.1 32 0.58 99.8 79
MeO OMe
Int 1d
<1ﬁ£> 40.0 27 0.39 98.0 6.4 fernat donor
Meé \OMe ©:C021Bu
o Me 23.0 33 0.72 98.0 55 CO:Bu
MeO OMe
Et2N__. OEt
Si 25.3 30 0.39 99.3 4.6
EtO OEt
Polymerization conditions: 70 °C, in propylene
R R . R Et Bt Me Et
‘g t3 . N Al N—_SiR
r S s’ Bt RN N-Al-N-SiRy
N N —_— Et\ - N —_— N AN .
. i N N N Si AL RoSi —N-Al-N_
H H 4y H CAES et RT N t B’ g Bt
(R = ¢-Pen) H R

EIEE  Reaction of dialkylbis(ethylamino)silane with AlEts

UPNF—F%%. UFr—HbassRov o
RYFL (VZFLTIV) VARV YIVUDEH
W5 &L EOSREIE A BB 5 Z el I Nz
(Table 9) 7,

VTLFLEZ (ZFATI/) v, UKF—
EHPNSETHAN- (P T b F2 VL) YAy T 0
ELT Iy KD EOARERIGHEZ B2 2 & 8 Hun
EINTNBE™, UPZLFLER (ZFLTI)) ¥
I VIENAREE TS0, BEATHHT ST LE
ATAIZgLERIBL, RISEUZKD A ) T+ -1l
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$THLEZLENTWS (Scheme1)™, LiL, V7
AFLEZ (ZFLTIV) VTR F—& L
T ED LS IZPEHI L T3 2003555 - Ty,

FAZFICHETE OO 7LFLEDS B, —
DOENEGVIERED S 7 a Ry FILAF LY Z (T
FALTIV) VI VvERBEYIUAFULAFILY
Z (ZFALT ) VI vERAWEZEA WADOE
WIENEBVSTLFLEZ (ZFLT I V) VT
v &0 EAWM S K OSLARBRIE2 RS L iCE <
80 COEAIT IV TRKRIBHEN T E¥ % Z & H#
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IELIERON Hydrogen response in propylene polymerization
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Temperature Activity MFR XS®
External donor .
°C PP-kg/Cat-g g/10 min wit%
O\ Me 75 55.2 260 1.8
Si 80 64.3 330 1.7
EtHN NHEt
O\  Me 75 49.2 320 1.6
/Sl\ 80 57.0 350 15
EtHN NHEt
O\ /Q 75 57.3 190 14
Si 80 63.6 240 1.7
EtHN NHEt
Polymerization conditions: Hz gas/propylene =4 L/14 L
a) Cold xylene soluble
LEIERAN Hydrogen controllability in ICP polymerization
Temperature Polymerization activity Ethylenfe—pl‘.opylen'e' ICP-MFR
External donor oc at homo stage copolymerization activity /10 mi
min
PPkg/Catg ICP-kg/Cat-g &
O\ 75 50.2 66.6 37
‘Me
Si 80 60.3 70.2 120
EtHN NHE
O\ Me 75 474 63.7 35
/51\ 80 53.9 63.6 140
EtHN NHEt
O\ /Q 75 54.6 717 28
St 80 465 59.4 64
EtHN NHEt

FHEN T2 (Table10) 9, ICPOEAIZH TS,
UV ouaXYFALEA (ZFALTI ) VTSN
T, FEFBLOTF—LEY v —DELSEEHNE T
$ 5 Z & ARKIGED EL 72 (Table 11) 7,
FavL v LT AROMEICI LY X FIL
VIV EEREML, XOICHAEBT LI =Y AEET
Ttert-FFLAFILE R (ZFLTI/) VI VhHiE
fil U 7= AR o5 & N % & SR8 K —1ltert-7 F )L
AFIEZ (ZFLTIV) VI VvEMNEE X LN
TARERIBEA LT3 ZEnRWEEAhTHS
(Table 12) ™, AKFHEE, 7TAFLTLIAFO VT Y
IZEHEMTHBEXNTNDS (Table 13), EHEARTOf
BE & S4B K — DB pi i & B KRR IO L
IFILRZEN S, SRR O T R il o g4 A 6 Bl
W E CORBEREWSISHRENRS 5 b h b,
TN L) R NFL LT UBRTA Y TEELY

fFRiLE 2022

A LFTY TV RDAKRRIGESR BN &N
X7z (Table 14) ™, ZOHER, n-7a I LY 2
FELUIUDEDR, VAV TaELY X MRV T
Y EDFOGHKWPP%E 5% 72,

WES K —& L C5tert-7 FIL-3- X F)L-1,2-7 = =
LY ORYY T — b AL 72 - Table 155C#K
OIEiE Y T 270 & DM AE DY T, SARHHIE
EAERE L2 . BOAKRRIOHEERBT 2 Z &0
HWE XA, JALBTATILENEFF—&
LCHALZSEG. TLELTLIFY VT URH
HEF—LTHHATHD, 7TLEFALTLIF VY
FUIF. TEANLBI AT ILYNONE R F —I28 A
HTh3ZENWMEEINTND, L L., ZDREHIZ,
FNFNOWNHEF 2@ 7rads v s v PUsto
BEENME N F—=Db D, o, FrzhRIRO
FEINBUREMNH BT EAmBEL TS,
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LELIENPA  Effect of pre-mixing solid component with divinyldimetylsilane and tert-butylmetylbis(etylamino)silane

Method A AlEts Activity MFR )
>L PP-kg/Cat-g ¢/10 min wt%
Me
/\ /Si\/\ Si”
. Me’ Me EtHN NHEt AlEts
Solid component > 55.8 260 2.6
Heptane Heptane Hz2 gas/propylene
70°C,2h 30°C,2h =4L/14L
°c
Method B AlEts
>L Me
Si
solid component PN NHEL 47.8 80 1.9
Hz gas/propylene
=41/14L
70°C
a) Cold xylene soluble
IELIEREN Effect of pre-mixing solid component with external donor
Activi MFR
External donor Method PP_lfgl)f(I:tZt_g /10 min Literature
O\ /Q A 59.3 200 77)
/Si\ B 50.2 170 74)
EtHN NHEt
O\ ‘Me A 42.5 35 77)
Si B 57.7 17 74)
/N
MeO OMe
Polymerization conditions: 70 °C, H2 gas/propylene =4 L/1.4 L
LR  Comparison of FOG between #n-propyltorimethxysilane and isopropyldimethoxysilane
H2/Cs MFR FOG
External donor Catalyst mol/mol dg/min we
nPr -OMe A 0.0175 20 287
MeG OMe B 0.0085 20 166
)\ L A 0.061 20 378
St B 0.0376 20 301
MeO OMe

A: US patent 4866022
B: US patent 5093415

2. BRONF—ER. ERELHAGOELERE
). PPEEDHIHE

SR E o —i3, EAWEME AKRKIOTERPPO LA
BEIE, o ranfic E2Hlfss. LirLahrs,
— DI F = TR D/ ST x — 2 —HlilE1TS
BN LSS 2, ZORDEBDIE N F — Dl
HWZZENZH, — OB E F — 2 LEANZAEH
LAt ORI 23], & 72130 5 O R A MRS 5 2

22  Copyright © 2022 Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd.

ENBHD . RO FF — O ES TiE a0,
ZO &S ifEAERIRL., ZhZhosB - -0
FaAMzg =W L 72008 X 580-80, fi
X — OIS R F — O RABRANFE T 5 Z
EERFML, $B12T o 7T TREOMME R —%
R L, $22 5 v 7 TR 55 F - —&FNL st
R F —ZRAMHT 2 Z 8T @i, A
e U O PP &G 5 Z L ISR L T 582,
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LELICREN Comparison of diester and alkylalkoxysilane
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Activity MFR XTI
External donor n .
PP-kg/Cat-g 2/10 min wit%
N 4 66 40 98.1
EtO2C %\)CO Et > » 52 983
N ;
’ ’ 6 61 49 98.5
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, Internal donor
OCOPh
‘Me 104 1 98.6
/Si
MeO OMe OCOPh
[:1?/[:] 90 7 98.9
MeO OMe

Polymerization conditions: 70 °C, in hexane
a) The amount of insoluble xylene

FbhUIC

1954412 G. Natta & APPOA K IZK I L 72 %, PP
OEMRELR N, EA T vk 2 REED R LA
B9 5 AR R RE 3T b, NEB K+ — D 7 2 L
IATN7Y) —{LR, BEHENOVOCKIKS)S) %
FEBIY B M G e 3 kA & LT & 7259, 60,78 5
#% & VOCIK Ik 2 AL D 72 % OPPO @ E 1] | 7=
WU, KIS Bl R 3 AR 2 O 1R L% o fil
WD T I v a7y ThRODEATNWSE, Th
FTCOEMT — 2 2 HICLZZAIDFEHT, FF—K
Sy DR, MR A NE T 2 DA K 63, &
EFTICBVRRAF > 2o A 5,
PP A PEVER 1R MEE % E T 2 DIXHEA M T H
B2 LI3GHEEDLEVWEETHD, EH S ot
2 % &8 7= PPAMBE D HLAR A (3 MkiE T &
Zo6N5,

51 A3k
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